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"but surely casting in their lot with the Manda.
The reign of Asshurbanapal had been one of un-
exampled glory in the arts and vocations of peace.
The temples were larger, more beautiful, more rich
in storied liturgy. Science, whether astronomy or
mathematics, had reached a higher point than in
the history of man before. The literature of As-
syria, though laden with a cumbrous system of
writing and. a monumental style which was inher-
ited from the age when slabs of stone were the
only writing material, had, nevertheless, under
royal patronage taken on a marvelous development.
Books of song and story, of religion and of law,
of grammar and of lexicography, were produced in
extraordinary numbers and of remarkable style
and execution. The pride of the Assyrians swelled
as they looked on all these things, and saw beside
them the marvelous material prosperity which
likewise had exceeded all the old bounds. The
Assyrian trader was in all lands, and his wealth was
growing apace. In all these things Asshurbanapal
had marched iu advance of his predecessors.

In war only had he failed. But by the sword
the kingdom of Assyria had been founded, by the
sword it had added kingdom unto kingdom until
it had become a world empire. By the sword it
had cleared the way for the advance of its trader,
and opened up to civilization great territories, some
of which, like Urartu, had even adopted its method
of writing. It had held all the vast empire to-
gether by the sword, and not by beneficent and